VPK Instructor Requirements

Our educators show an incredible commitment to ongoing professional learning, continually building their skills to better support young children. 
The training requirements for Florida’s Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) program build on that dedication by outlining the essential knowledge and competencies teachers need to support children’s development. Below is an overview of those requirements.

School-Year VPK Program

Each credentialed VPK Instructor (Lead Teacher) must provide the following:
1. A minimum of five hours of Early Literacy training is required. If the literacy training was completed after October 1, 2005, it must include:
• 	Florida Standards for Four-Year-Olds, and
• 	VPK Emergent Literacy
Required VPK Emergent Literacy Courses:
· Emergent Literacy for VPK Instructors (VPK21)
· Phonological Awareness Development for Preschoolers (VIPA21)
· Language and Vocabulary in the VPK Classroom (LVPK21)
These training courses are available here: Florida Early Childhood Professional Development Registry

2. Proof of ONE of the following credentials:
· A Child Development Associate (CDA) or Florida Child Care Professional Certificate (FCCPC) earned within the last five (5) years
· An Associate’s Degree or higher in Child Development
· An Associate’s Degree or higher in an unrelated field plus: 
· At least 6 credit hours in Early Childhood Education or Child Development
· At least 480 hours of experience teaching or providing childcare for children from birth through age 8
· A Bachelor’s Degree or higher either in: 
· Early Childhood Education
· Prekindergarten or Primary Education
· Preschool Education
· Family and Consumer Science
· A Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education with: 
· Florida Educator’s Certificate
· Certification to teach children from birth through 6th grade
· No history of certificate suspension or revocation
Note: Degrees earned outside the United States must be evaluated and translated by an accredited organization and submitted to DCF for approval.

3. Required Background Documentation:
· Copy of Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE) Criminal Background Screening completed within the past 5 years
· Copy of Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Criminal Background Check completed within the past 5 years
· Copy of Affidavit of Good Moral Character

Requirements for Each VPK Aide/Assistant
· FDLE Criminal Background Screening (completed within the past 5 years)
· FBI Criminal Background Check (completed within the past 5 years)
· Affidavit of Good Moral Character


Additional Requirements:
VPK test administrators (leads, aides or directors) are required to complete the FAST Star Early Literacy Test Administrator training each year and must be completed before administering the Star Early Literacy assessments: 
·  Certificate of Completion titled “VPK FAST Star Early Literacy Test Administrator”
· Test Administration and Security Agreement
· Test Administrator Prohibited Activities Agreement     
 These training courses are available here: VPK Florida


Summer VPK Program

Each credentialed VPK Instructor must provide:
1. Proof of ONE of the following credentials:
· A Bachelor’s Degree or higher in: 
· Early Childhood Education
· Prekindergarten or Primary Education
· Preschool Education
· Family and Consumer Science
· A Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education with: 
· Florida Educator’s Certificate 
· Certification to teach children from birth through 6th grade
· No history of certificate suspension or revocation
· A valid (current) Florida Educator Certificate
Note: Degrees earned outside the United States must be evaluated and translated by an accredited organization and submitted to DCF for approval.

2. Required Background Documentation
· FDLE Criminal Background Screening (completed within the past 5 years)
· FBI Criminal Background Check (completed within the past 5 years)
· Affidavit of Good Moral Character

